
BEST BET: Direct Connect (1st race)

First Race:1.Direct Connect 2.The Supply Program 3.Tiz Us
DIRECT CONNECT is bidding for a hat tri ck .He started the winning streak at this level , then won a photo against
better last time. Has wo rked nicely since. Stretching out here, but he’s won at this distance in the past and was a
good second running at this distance off a nearly eight-month layoff before winning his past two starts while spri n t-
i n g .THE SUPPLY PROGRAM was re-claimed last time by high-percentage barn that does ve ry well off the claim
even when it isn’t familiar with the ru n n e r. Figures to get a good stalking trip here.TIZ US has enjoyed success
here in the past and does like to win. Set pace and faded a bit last time to end a winning streak as he trailed the
second choice. Has been off for six we e k s, but has some decent wo rks of late and should be a contender here.

Second Race:1.Defensive Move 2. Peace Accord 3.Crimson Cowboy
DEFENSIVE MOVE was claimed from a win last time. H e ’s sharp and has an easy maintenance drill for his new
b a rn .B a rn retains jockey who has enjoyed success with mount winning three of past five starts while hitting the
board each time. Solid sprinter has good record here.All we are saying is give PEACE ACCORD a chance as he
cuts his claiming price in half here. Was claimed by the top barn three back and has picked up checks in both
s t a rts since. Consistent perfo rm e r, and drop could be all it takes for return to winner’s circle. Outside draw wo rk s
well for stalke r. CRIMSON COW B OY flashed speed to better last time. Getting a big drop today and could have
an easy lead. Getting in light and only needs to relax a bit up front in order to carry his speed all the way.

Third Race:1.Got the Hang of It 2.Rich Mocha 3.Roaring Times
G OT THE HANG OF IT may be living up to his name. H e ’s shown improvement in each start and is making his
third start here fo l l owing a nearly six-month layoff fo l l owing a dismal debu t . Been showing speed and can take
good advantage of his early foot with his outside post. RICH MOCHA makes his first start for barn that shows flat-
bet profit with first-timers.Has been wo rking steadily and may have tipped his hand with that bullet in his final prep.
ROARING TIMES made a good move in his comeback and actually stuck his head in front between calls in the
lane before losing a photo. With two wo rks since that start, he should show improvement here.

Fourth Race:1.Dam Near Freezing 2. Toy Toy Toy 3.Mixed Berries
DAM NEAR FREEZING has been running well and turned in a solid effo rt last time when he gra d u a t e d .B a rn
wisely enters him at the bottom level for winners, and his recent fo rm suggests he’ll be able to handle himself we l l
in this company. TOY TOY TOY is 1-for-21, which is a red flag. He has 10 seconds on his resume, and has been
second in six of his past seven start s, running third the other time. H e ’s a contender and key play in ex o t i c s, bu t
chance for winner’s circle seems somewhat suspect. MIXED BERRIES was sent north for the first time and just
missed at this leve l . Was close all the way and got the lead at the quarter pole. Fell a head short in a stretch-long
duel in a good race for the leve l . Can’t be ignored here and is getting a five-pound break.

Fifth Race:1.Top Rockette 2.Cloud Strider 3.American Avenue
TOP ROCKETTE adds bl i n kers here after showing speed while running second in both starts this ye a r. She bat-
tled head-and-head all the way last time before losing a photo and drops back to the bottom level where she also
ran second in her previous start here after coming nort h .B a rn does well when adding bl i n ke r s, and she’ll be the
one to catch. CLOUD STRIDER hung around through a good opening half-mile against better in her debut dow n
s o u t h .Getting a big drop as she comes nort h .Willing to give her a long look based on her early wo rk in her debu t
rather than the big fade late. AMERICAN AVENUE was no match for the top pick last time, but she’s been pick-
ing up pay c h e cks recently and is wo rth a look in ex o t i c s.

Sixth Race:1.Cavanaugh 2.Jinete 3.Wrench It
C AVA N AUGH couldn’t hold on to the lead in the lane when dropped to this level last time but was a solid second.
Made a big step up in easier company, and sometimes big improvements like that lead to big bounces in the nex t
s t a rt .H e ’s run that well befo r e, though, so maybe it was the outing two starts back that was the aberra t i o n .J I N E T E
sheds bl i n kers after taking the lead in his past two starts and then fa d i n g . Fell to the top pick last time. M ay fe e l
more comfo rt a ble in a stalking role. Has a pair of easy maintenance drills since ra c e d . WRENCH IT makes his
first start since 2006. He won his only start here in pre-Tapeta days but is only 2-for-37 in his career. Had show n
speed in the past and does have a six-furlong bullet gate drill for his comeback for barn that is good with layo f f
ru n n e r s.

Seventh Race:1.Magic Potion 2.Meant for You 3.Blackestofbeauties
M AGIC POTION draws the rail again for her second start .S t a l ked and run second in her debut but lost ground in
the stretch. Has three wo rks in six weeks since for barn that wins 30 percent and shows a good flat-bet profit with
s e c o n d - t i m e r s. Should offer plenty of va l u e. MEANT FOR YOU draws a good post for her debu t .L i ke the strong
s i x - f u rlong drills to prepare for this.She won’t be short, and her sire has decent success with first-timers. S h e ’s the
first foal of a 2-for-6 dam. B L AC K E S TO F B E AUTIES comes north for this as she makes her third start off a layo f f.
N ever a factor on the major circuit down there, but did register a second at Fa i rp l ex .

Eighth Race:1.Christmas Lady 2.Empress Court 3.Come On Mama
CHRISTMAS LADY was ove rmatched in her first start against winners and gets big drop here. She lucks out in a
way, moving into an open heat, but none of her ri vals has beaten winners either. Figures to stalk and pounce late.
EMPRESS COURT has bounced around different claiming levels since gra d u a t i n g . She wran third in back - t o -
b a ck - t o - b a ck starts against better but didn’t fare as well when she dropped into a sprint last time. Will appreciate
the return to a route. COME ON MAMA has never run for this cheap a tag befo r e. Dropped to score her maiden
win, then met better in her debut against winners.This big drop should make her a definite contender here.

Ninth Race:1.No Sense of Humor 2.Kathleen M 3.Baba Zula
NO SENSE OF HUMOR returns to a sprint here and should be a value play.Had decent fractions in her first route
t wo back, but did nothing going a mile last time. Did hit the board at Hastings going 6 1/2 furl o n g s. Will be sitting
b a ck early but could be a surp rise factor in the lane.K ATHLEEN M comes north for her first start in 10 1/2 months.
M oving to new barn and has wo rked up to this in steady fashion, including a pair of six-furlong wo rks to win up
p r e p a ra t i o n s. Drop and weak company make her one to watch here. BABA ZULA has been routing on the turf.
Making comeback after 11-week layoff and does have one bullet wo rk . Fractions aren’t bad and has run second
in four of nine start s.

GOLDEN GAT E A N A LY S I S
By CHUCK DYBDAL
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